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Dear Readers, 
 
Welcome to the first issue of the SUAFRI-EPC newsletter dedicated to 
Agri-food technology transfer in Eastern Partnering Countries (EPC). 
During the 3-year project, we will frequently publish news and inform 
you about forthcoming events organised within the framework of the 
SUAFRI-EPC project funded by the European Commission. 
 
The SUAFRI-EPC project (March 2014 - February 2017) aims at 
reinforcing AgriFood-related technology/knowledge transfer between 
European and EPC countries. The project is being implemented by a 
consortium of eleven successful partners from across the targeted 
region (e.g. EU, Armenia, Belarus, Georgia and Ukraine). 
 
In addition to support activities aimed at bridging the gap between 
research and innovation in EPC countries, the SUAFRI-EPC project 
initiated three pilot projects to illustrate the good practices in the field 
of Agri-Food: 

¶ R2I Topic A in ArmeniaΥ άtǊƻŘǳŎǘion methods to optimise 
economical and environmental sustainability in aquaculture 
ŀƴŘ ŀǇƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎέ; 

¶ R2I Topic B in BelarusΥ ά5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ 
ŦƻǊ ŦƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŀŦƻƻŘέΦ 

¶ R2I Topic C in GeorgiaΥ ά²ƛƴŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǇǘƛƳƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ 
bio-ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎέ. 

 

This project is financed by the 7th Framework Programme for Research 

and Technological Development (FP7) of the European Commission 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Project overview 

SUAFRI-EPC is an ambitious project aiming at reinforcing technology transfer and innovation development 
in EPC countries by supporting RDI organisations (e.g. research centres, universities, companies and tech-
transfer offices). SUAFRI-EPC activities consist in the following: 

ü Networking between Agri-Food actors: Map EPC Agri-Food actors at different levels of the 
knowledge value chain and organise brokerage events. 

ü Analyse the potential for cooperation and knowledge transfer in EPC. 

ü Exchange best practices in knowledge/technology transfer via a range of specific training courses. 

ü Innovation support services to EPC Agri-Food organisations willing to receive hands-on support for 
their RDI activities. 

ü Clustering activities with other R2I projects targeting EPC countries. 

 

Consortium 

Intelligentsia Consultants Sàrl (LU) 

American University of Armenia (AM) 

Centre for Ideas and Technologies 

(AM) 

Technology Transfer Association (AM) 

Scientific and Practical Centre for 

Foodstuffs (BY) 

Belarusian Innovation Fund (BY) 

Kharkov Technologies centre of small 

business development (UA) 

Georgian Technical University (GE) 

Mediterranean Institute of 

Fundamental Physics (IT) 

Dianova Ltd. (DK) 

Technology Innovation International 

(LU) 
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The Georgian Technical University and the Mediterranean 
Institute of Fundamental Physics (Italy) to work on the "Wine 
production optimisation using bio-technologies and zoning 

techniques" 

 

The pilot project aims at increasing the quality of Georgian wine based 
on a zoning exercise and bio-technology techniques. The zoning 
exercise of Georgian vineyards requires several types of data: Soil 
(topography, terrain composition); SWAP (Soil Water Atmosphere 
Plant); DEM (Digital Elevation Model); etc. 

GTU is planning to establish an international quality certification 
department for Georgian wine within its premises. 

  

The Scientific and Practical Centre for Foodstuffs (Belarus) and 
Dianova (Denmark) to work on the "Development of consumer 

preferences for fish and seafood" 

 

The pilot project will focus on sensory analysis models (Quality Index 
Method) and predictive analysis models for spoilage and pathogenic 
organisms (e.g. Listeria) in fish and seafood products. 

The other part of the project will analyse the nutritional value of fish 
products (e.g. product composition of fatty acids, proteins and 
micronutrients) while studying the consumer preferences and 
analysing consumer perception of fish and seafood products.  

 

 
The American University of Armenia and Dianova (Denmark) to 
work on the "Production methods to optimise economical and 

environmental sustainability in aquaculture and apiculture 
sectors" 

 

The pilot project on aquaculture will focus on the all-female rainbow 
trout production as well as the installation of a recirculation 
aquaculture system to reduce the environmental impact of fish farm. 

The twinning on apiculture will involve Dr. Per Kruger from Aarhus 
University, to study the genetic characteristic of Armenian bees 
known as the most resistant specie. The objective is to optimise the 
quality and quantity of the Armenian honey production. 
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Picture of the  
Project partners during the 
kick-off meeting 
 
(13/03/2014, Luxembourg) 

SUAFRI-EPC consortium meetings 

Kick -off meeting  

The project coordinator Intelligentsia hosted the FP7 SUAFRI-EPC kick-off meeting on 13-14 March 2014 in 
Luxembourg. This official meeting was the opportunity for the consortium partners, who worked for 
several months on the proposal, to meet face-to-face. 
 
During these two days, the partners discussed the project objectives and targets, and defined a detailed 
work plan over the next 3 years. The main activities of the first year consist in: 
ü Identifying top Agri-Food RDI organisations in EPC countries. 
ü Developing a 'Research to Innovation - R2I' audit methodology 
ü Developing guidelines and tools to assess technology transfer bottlenecks and opportunities in EPC  
ü Organising the 1st SUAFRI-EPC Summer-school on technology transfer 

 

1st semester  consortium meeting  

The 1st semester meeting was held on 29 September 2014 in Aarhus (Denmark). The objective of this 
intermediary meeting was to assess the work performed during the first semester of project and redefine 
the methodology to achieve our goals. 
 
A key deliverable of the 1st year is the preparation of an online promotional brochure with top Agri-Food 
EPC organisations. The SUAFRI-EPC partners will strengthen efforts to collect a significant number of 
profiles to be promoted on the project website: suafri-epc.eu.  

 

Our next meeting will be hold in Minsk (Belarus) in March 2015.  

http://suafri-epc.eu/


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

1st Summer-school on 
technology transfer 

The partners TII and Dianova organised the 1st SUAFRI-EPC summer 
school in Aarhus (Denmark) from 29 September to 3 October 2014, 
gathering eighteen participants. The summer-school was held at the 
Danish Technological Institute's premises and proposed the following 
programme: 
ü "The Commercialisation of Research Results", Dr. Péter 

Mogyorósi (LC Innoconsult) 
ü "Negotiation of TT and the Art of Reaching Agreement", 

Henning Sejer Jakobsen (Danish Technological Institute) 
ü "Making the Business Case for Technology Opportunities - 

Practical Bridge-Building between Science and Business", Ernst 
Max Nielsen (MaxInno) 

ü "Success Factors in Growing New Technology-Based Firms", 
Magnus Klofsten (University of Linköping) 

ü "Partnering with Universities: Establishing Successful Short-
term and Long-term Relationships", Gillian McFadzean (Helix 
Advisory Services Ltd.) 

 
In addition, two days of  site visits were organised to leading Agri-
Food organisations in the region of Aarhus, specialised in tech-transfer 
activities.  
V Agro Food Park:  A fast growing Company Park for Agriculture 

and Food innovation 
V Aarhus University: Public-private partnership from an 

university perspective 
V Danish Food Cluster: Concept, establishment, partners and 

visions 
V ISIS: Case of successful innovation in the food industry 
V ISI Food Protection: Centre of Expertise for Applied Food 

Microbiology 
V Consumer Insight: Innovation to consumer 
V ARLA Foods: Strategic Innovation at Arla 
V INCUBA: A University Science Park 
V Aros Applied Technology: From idea to leading genomics 

service lab in Europe 
V SMARTDETECT: A project funded by the Danish Advanced 

Technology Foundation 
 
 

                            Contact Details 
 

Mr. Flavien MASSI - Project Coordinator 
flavien.massi (at) intelligentsia-consultants.com 

www.intelligentsia-consultants.com 
http://suafri-epc.eu 

http://www.intelligentsia-consultants.com/
http://suafri-epc.eu/

